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This exhibition is inspired by Al Letson’s play The Centre Cannot Hold, an expression of his
experience as a reporter and human being during the Rally Against Hate that took place
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Equally as powerful and intimate are the works by Deja Echols. Based in Jacksonville,
Echols is honing her voice as an activist within the African American community

in Berkeley, California in the summer of 2017. Just as in Charlottesville, Virginia, during
what is often referred to as the ‘summer of hate’, protestors, counter-protestors and police
were brought face to face in a moment of great tension. Letson found himself serving as a desire to be seen in the hierarchy of art history. “Representation matters. Without
human shield protecting a man being beaten in the streets by five masked protestors. This representation, how can I spark hope in those who are underrepresented?” This
moment and its aftermath were fraught with complexity, leaving Letson...and all of us...to commitment is especially poignant in this series “Black Voices in White Spaces” where
reckon with issues on both a national and highly personal level. the consistent threat of violence against young black men is intensly rendered in
scenes of martyrdom. Echols works provide an important narrative in attempting to
understand the lived experience of Al Letson and any black man in America.

by focusing her work on themes of representation and identity. She is inspired by
those before her, like Renaissance woman Augusta Savage, but is also driven by her
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Thomas Nightingale as Hannibal Lecter
Joanna Yeakel as Clarice Starling
Gary Baker as Jame Gumb/Buffalo Bill
Jennifer O'Brien as Catherine Martin/Pilcher/Lamb
Sade Crosby as Ardelia/Barney/Lamb
Sam Cobean as Jack Crawford/Papa Starling/Mr. Bissle/Lamb
Ethan Fisher as Miggs/Srqt. Pembry/Hellicopter/Lamb
Jack Niemczyk as Senator Ruth Martin/Lamb
Richie Rosado as Or. Chilton/Dream Hannibal/Lamb
Shauna Clark as Young Clarice/Roden/Lamb
Jacob Pickering as Bl Guy #l/Young Clarice/Lamb/

Stone Rockbrockmanrock

Robin Kunkel’s series We Keep Us Safe: Community Defense in Charlottesville captures
the intimacy of human reactions to the events as they unfolded during the Unite the Right
Rally. “We’ve all seen the overhead videos of that day; these images are not that. Rather For more than a year, the Gallery at The 5 & Dime has hosted exhibits curated by Yellow
than a play by play of events, these are the people who caused them, suffered them, and House. Each installation connects to the themes and ideas explored on stage and express
survived them. This is their fear, aggression, their sadness, and determination.” Kunkel the commitment of both organizations to exploring socially relevant issues through the
is an artist and community organizer from Kentucky who uses her camera to amplify power of art.
the work of anti-racist and prison abolition activists. As she bears witness she does not
attempt to “demonize or valorize, but to show the very real and current face of organized
white supremacy and the equally real need for active opposition.”

For 2019, The Gallery at The 5 & Dime will continue to host exhibitions curated by Yellow House with each installation having a direct connection to the themes and ideas being explored on stage.
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